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edge of nutrition and with inadequate medical care of the
expectant mother.
Many instances of the specific influence of custom on the
physical inake-up of children might be cited — the practice of
flattening the head of Indian infants in certain tribes, the
foot-binding of the Chinese, the deforming of lips and ears
among certain African tribes. In less primitive cultures the
adequacy of medical care in the community and the mother's
knowledge of nutrition and infant care affect the psychologi-
cal as well as the physical development of children. The
child's physical care during the first few weeks, so largely
determined by the social conditions into which he is born,
may be an important determiner of his emotional develop-
ment. The quality of the food and the ease of getting it,
and protection from the communicable diseases of infancy
may have a great deal to do with the individual's outlook on
life.
During the early preschool period the effects of the sur-
rounding culture become still more marked. The child
learns the language of the surrounding culture. He not only
learns the words but also acquires the emotional implications
with which his social group has invested them. In the United
States the word Bolshevik is a different stimulus to the child
of a Socialist than it is to the child of a bank president. The
rate of progress in acquiring speech likewise depends in part
upon the spcial environment. Values, attitudes, expressive
movements, all develop, in subtle ways, according to the cul-
ture pattern.
The influence of the culture on child development is
indicated by differences in responses made by children in
different environments to scales standardized on certain
groups of American children. For example, the average per-
formance of one-, two-, and three-year-old Negro children of
Jamaica, B.W.L, on the Gesell schedules 48 was inferior to
that of the New Haven children, but not consistently so. In
W. Curti et al.f "The Gesell Schedules Applied to One-, Two-, and
Three-Year-Old Negro Children of Jamaica, B.W.I.'," The Journal of Com-
parative Psychology, XX (October, 1935), 125-156.

